Hello everyone!

Niseko Ski week is rapidly approaching and the snow is fantastic!  The Hilton Niseko has done a great job in getting everyone accommodated and the party schedule set up!  If you still want to join the fun with all of us, please email Suzy Danielson at mtnwings88@gmail.com. All hotel reservations and team sign ups need to go through each team’s assigned coordinator!. The following are links for those participating to help set up going to and from Niseko, as well as information for the Narita area hotels.

Japan Air Pass

Foe those of you that would like to buy tickets for Chitose airport, the link below will assist you in selecting flights. You then contact any Star Alliance operator (United reservations) or a travel agent, and they will take the information and submit it to the rate desk. The rate desk will send you a quote and confirmation number within 24 hours. Once you call and pay via reservations, you will be all set. There are also Zed fares available as well.

http://www.staralliance.com/en/booking/fare-calculator/
Japan Rail Pass

For those of you wanting a Japan Rail pass, the link will take you to the timetable and order website where you can order your rail pass.

http://www.japanrailtravel.com/JapanRail/JRPass/index.cfm?gclid=CKWOsLX-i64CFbMAQAod1l_E7Q
Narita Hotels

The Narita Hilton has crew rates available at JPY5198. The phone number is +81-476-331121. Use 011 as the prefix to call from the states. They will take phone reservations for crew by phone only.

The Tokyo is across from the Hilton and has crew rates of JPY5198. Their phone number is +81-476-33-0109 (011 is the US prefix).

Bus transfer Chitose-Niseko-Chitose

In order to set up for your bus transfer, you need to click on the link and sign up for the buses. There is a time schedule for each diretion. Just select the 2 you would like to be on and fill out the information. The Hokkaido Express reservations desk will send back an email with your own ID number and a link that will take you to their paypal payment page. Once you pay via paypal (by credit card or your own paypal account), you will receive your confirmation.

http://www.access-n.jp/winter2011/english/ski_bus/cat664/cat682/post.html
Everyone from United and Netjets US is arriving on Saturday or Sunday and departing the following Friday and Saturday. On Sunday afternoon, I will be handing out plastic cards with the schedule on it, team “swag” bags and the hotel roster. I will also bring the team swag bags to the parade line up for those of you arriving last minute. 

Here is the schedule for the Niseko week:

Sunday March 4: 
  10:00 – 15:00  Training options (Alpine, SB, CC) 
  10:30−15:30: Training Area & Pure Magic for PSB 
  12:00−15:00: Banzai ; actual race course 
  19:45   All teams begin lining up for parade in Parking Lot 
     Parade to opening ceremonies  
     Get together party  
Monday March 5: 
  10:00 – 17:00  Training option (Alpine, SB, CC Training Area) 
  11:00 – 11:30  Course inspection SB (Banzai) 
  11:45   Snowboard qualifying (Banzai) 
    Après ski at Ezo Pub  
    All night   Party in Downtown 

    Team dinner downtown 
Tuesday March 6: 
  08:30 – 09:15  Course Inspection Men’s SL  
  09:30−12:15  Men’s SL 1st & 2nd Run 
  12:15−12:45  Course inspection Ladies SL  
  13:00-15:00  Ladies SL 1st & 2nd run  
  15:30   Cross – country races (ladies: 10km, men: 15km)  
     Après Ski at Ezo Pub  
  17:15-17:45  Snowboard course inspection 
  18:00-20:00  Snowboard Finals 
  20:30   Snowboard Victory ceremony (Finish Area)  
     All night   Party in Downtown  
Wednesday March 7: 

  08:30 – 09:15  Course inspection men GS (Namara, Banzai & Don’t Blink) 

  09:30 – 12:30  Men’s GS 1st & 2nd Run 

  13:00-   13:45  Course inspection ladies GS 

  14:00 – 15:15  Ladies GS 1st & 2nd Run 

  17:15   Awards Ceremony (in front of EZO outside)  

  19:30 – open end  Theme party (Hokkaido Ballroom) 

    “Turning Japanese Theme”

      Voting for 2014 location
Thursday March 8: 

  09:30   Cross County races (Ladies: 5km, Men 10km/individual start)  

  11:00   3 x 1km relay rate (mixed)  

  12:00 – 1300  IASF Board meeting (Higashiyama A, B) 

  13:15   Victory ceremonies at Fun race  

  13:30   Fun Race  

  19:00 – late night  Gala Dinner (Hokkaido Ballroom)
 Please call me with any questions or suggestions!!  

Primary Coordinator: Suzy Danielson at mtnwings88@gmail.com/303-981-2827

Assistant Coordinator is Anna Hyashi at abanana888@aol.com
